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they will come under the regulations
applying to a proclaimed goldfield?

T"t COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LARDS (Hon. J. Forrest): Yes; or as
soon as payable gold is found, if that
should take place first.

MR. SHOLL: It is not clear to my
mind yet what the Government propose
to do. I understand they intend allow-
ing the owners of those protection areas,
who comply with the labor conditions,
exemption for twelve months from the
regulations applying to a, proclaimed
goldfield, unless in the meantime pay-
able gold is found on ay claim. Who
is to judge of that?

THE COMMSSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest): The Warden,
under the Goldfields Regulations, which
define when a claim shall be deemed to
be payable.

MR. SHOLiL: We know the present
Warden at Yilgarn is not an experienced
man; and, although I am one of those
interested in these goldfields, Ilam inclined
to think that it would be in the interests
of the country if these Goldfields Regula-
tions were to be carried out at once. I
have visited the goldield myself, and seen
large areas of land, occupied by syndi-'cates, upon which nothing was being done
to test their real value.

Tun COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest): They will
have to work their claims now, or forfeit
them.

MR. SHOLL: That is more than many
of them were doing when I wasl up there.I agree that every consideration should
be shown to the bond-fide prospector, who
is spending his money in developing
these fields, but I thinki we should not
offer a bonus to mere speculators, and
keep really practical and good men from
the field. Many of these companies have
wasted a lot of money in sending up in-
experienced men, and done neither them-
selves nor the colony any good.

MR. PARKER: These goldfields, as

procaime, coer aver large area of
Pcuntry, aout a. hunde miles square,
and I understand tha on one part of
this area, a recent discovery known as
"1Parker's find," there is no water within
less than 25 miles of the spot. There-
fore it appears to me it will be absolutely

Impossible to work this ground, and to
comply with the labor conditions, until

there is a, water supply. We cannot
expect people to cart water a distance of
25 miles, in order to comply with the
labor conditions. The Government, I
presume, will bear these thing inmnd,
when issuing any fresh regultin or
instructions.

The resolution was then put and passed.

The House adjourned at three o'clock,
p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Monday, 12th November, 1888.
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Thin SPEAKER took the Chair at

seven o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

CHURCH OF? ENGLAND DAY SCHOOL,
PERTH: WHY GRANT-IN-A.ID REFUSED.

MR. SCOTT, in accordance with notice,
asked the Colonial Secretary the follow-
ig question: Inasmuch as "The Ele-
mnentary Education Act, 1871," recognises
the principle of assisting Elementary
Schools, and that principle has been acted
on in the City of Perth, on what grounds
is agrant-in-aid refused to the Church
of England day School, situate at the
cornier of Charles and Duke Streets, dis-
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taut 120 chains, or a mile and a-hall.
from the Boys', and 75 chains, or nearly
a mile, from the Girls' School ?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) replied :-The objections
and opinions of the Central Board of
Education were:-

t. Proximity to Government Schools.
The Education Act requires children to
travel, where necessary, 3 miles.

2. Breach of faith with present Teach-
ers of Government Schools, whose salaries
suffer as numbers at Schools decrease.

3. Additional cost, as, despite estab-
lishment of Assisted Schools, expensive
buildings and efficient staff must be main-
tained in connection with Government
Schools.

4. A few large Schools are better than
many small: the lairger the number of
children attending, the greater the
efficiency of the School.

5. The Government Schools in Perth
can accommodate -many more children
than at present attend them.

6. If assistance be granted to one
School many more Schools may apply for
same privilege; two other applications,
including one from Roman Catholics,
were refused recently.

Before arriving at a, decision in this mat-
ter the Central Board of Education con-
sulted the District Board, the members
of which were unanimous in the opinion
that the attendance at the Government
Schools would be impaired by the estab-
lishment of additional Assisted Schools
in Perth.

RAILWAY SIIrNG FOR NORTH FE-
MANTLE STATION.

MR. PEARSE. in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways whether it was his intention to
make provision on the Estimates for
1889, for the construction of a railway
siding at North Fremantle station ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Ron. J. A. Wright) replied that
the matter was under the consideration
of the department, and would be taken
in hand as soon as possible. Unfor-
tunately, they had4 no rails at present
to enable them to put down the siding,
but, as soon as they had them, the work
would be done.

CONTRACTS FOR POLICE AND OTHER
CLOTHING.

Mxu. HORGAN, pursuant to notice,
asked the Colonial Secretary-

i. Whether the contracts for supplying
clothing to the Government are entered
into after tenders have been publicly ad-
vertised for, or, if not, under what cir-
cumstances are such contracts made.

2. Whether the clothing supplied to
the police and other Government officials
has been made up in the colony, or
whether a great portion of it has not been
imported ready-made; and whether there
are not sufficient working tailors in the
colony to make up all Government cloth-
ing.

TAE COLONIAL, SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) replied:-

i. Contracts for supplying clothing to
Government are entered into after tenders
have been publicly advertised for. This
is the rule.

z. Some clothing supplied to the Police
have been wade up in the colony, and a
portion of it has been imported ready-
made. A fresh contract has lately been
entered into with Messrs. North & Co.,
of Perth, for supply of clothing to that
department, and the Railway Depart-
ment is also now supplied by same firn.
These remarks apply equally to the cloth-
ing made for departmental staff of Gaols,
Lunatic Asylum, Harbor and Pilots, and
Rottuest Native Prison, for which tenders
have just been called.

PATENTS BILL, 1888.

Read a first time.

JAMES DIXON'S CASE.

X.R. HORGAN, in accordance with
notice, moved the following resolution :
That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable to ascertain-

" 1. Whether the Resident Magistrate
at Bunbury is in the habit of permitting a
person of bad antecedents-named James
Dixon-professing to act as Clerk to Mr.
Lovegrove, Solicitor, Fremantle, to prac-
tise in the Local and Police Courts there
in the same manner as a solicitor.

"12. Whether such practice is not in
direct opposition to the provisions of the
various Acts relating to Solicitors.

"13. And whether the Government will
issue instructions to the Resident Magis-
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trate in question to discontinue the
practice."

The reason why he had brought for-
ward this matter was because he was
instructed that it was a standing practice
for this man Dixon, who was not a solici-
tor, to practise in the Local Court at
Bunbury as asolicitor. That, as they al
knew, was quite contrary to the pro-
visions of the Solicitors Act. He pre-
sumed the presiding Magistrate thought
he was justified in allowing Dixon to
practise, uinder the 30th section of the
Small Debts Recovery Act, which allowed
a paxty to an action, under certain cit-cam-
stances to be represented by an unpro-
fessional man; but, he submitted, that
was only intended to apply to occasional
cases and was never intended to counten-
ance an unprofessional man to act habitu-
ally as a solicitor, as he understood this
man Dixon was allowed to do. He there-.
fore thought this was a matter in which
that House ought to interfere, to prevent
a recurrence of this practice, as it must be
very objectionable for apofessional
solicitor to have a man like Dixon
engaged against him in cases in which he
had to appear. Solicitors had to undergo
a severe course of professional training,
involving large expense, before they were
allowed to practise, and he thought it
was very unfair to allow an unqualified
person to practise in opposition to a
professional man.

THE COLOI{LALSEORETARY (Hon.
Sir MW. Fraser) said be had communicated
by telegr-amn with the Resident Magistrate
at Bunbury, when he saw the bon. Them-
ber's question on the paper; and the
facts, as represented by Mr. Cowan, were
these: it appeared that Dixon had been
permitted by Mr. Cowan's predecessors
in office to appear before them both in the~
Police and Local Courts; he (Mr. Cowan),
however, had stopped him from appearing
in the Police Court, but had allowed him
to continue to practise in the Local Court,
under the provisions of the 30th section
of the 27 Viet., No. 21-not as a solicitor,
but as an agent, without any fee or
remuneration whatever. Dixon, it ap-
peared, was a storekeeper and commission
agent, and conducted himself with pro-
priety; and the Magistrate, acting within
his discretionary powers to allow this
man or any other muan to appear in the
capacity of an agent, to assist litigants

who might not be professionally repre-
sented, had not thought it necessary to
interfere in the matter. He might add
that be had also received a communication
from Mr. Lovegrove, the solicitor refer-
red to in the hon. member's motion;
and Mr. Lovegrove stated that. .he had
had an office at Eunbury for many years,
and a considerable practice, and this
man Dixon had acted as his agent, assist-
ing his clients when necessary; and, as
it was perfectly legitimate for solicitors
to have offices in as many towns as they
liked, there was nothing improper, nor
was there any breach of professional
etiquette, on his part in having an agent
at Buntbury. His hon. and learned col-
league the Attorney General informed
him that there was no violation of the
statute in this.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) said there was not a word
of limitation in the 27th clause of the
local Act referred to-uder which Dixon
was allowed to appear as an agent in the
Local Court; and it was entirely within
the discretion of the Magistrate to per-
mit a litigant who had not the benefit of
professional assistance to appear by an
agent. Dixon, it appeared, whatever his
antecedents may have been, now con-
ducted himself with propriety, and Mr.
Lovegrove, he believed, had some highly
respectable people among his cient~e at
Bunbury.

MR. BURT did not think it was ever
intended by the section of the Act refer-
red to that Magistrates should allow a
permanent practice to creep into the
hands of a person not legally qualified
to practise in the Local Court. The
section certainly gave power to Magis-
trates to allow an agent to appear
for a party, who was without professional
assistance, but it undoubtedly was going
beyond the intention of the Act to allow
the practise to become anything like a
permanency, and to permit an unpro-
fessional person to practise regularly
in the Local Court, as appeared to be
dlone in this man's case. He thought
the interests of the public should be pro-
tected against such practices, and that it
was a straining of the Act to permit such
practices to be followed under the guise
of a man acting as an agent.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) said it was as clerk to a
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practising solicitor (who had an office in
the town), and not as an agent, that Dixon
was allowed to appear as he did. He
was not allowed to appear in the Police
Court.

TaE SPEAKER: Before I put the
question I must say I cannot see what
the effect of it will be, in the form it is
put. It is in the form of an interroga-
tory to the Government; but I must put
it as it appears on the paper.

Motion put and negatived.

STATEMENTS BY THE PERTH COR-
RESPONDENT OF THE ARGUS.

Mu. A. FORREST, in accordance with
notice, drew the attention of the House to
a paragraph which appeared in the Daily
News of November 5, purporting to bea
letter to the Argu8 newspaper, from the
Perth correspondent of thatt paper, in
which the following passage occurred:
" About a fortnight ago the question of
" granting a new trial in the ease of
"Hensman v. the West Australian was

"1argued before the Full Court, with the
"result that the judges, or the Chief
" Justice at any rate, whose voice counts
" as two to one (Mr. Justice Stone's one),
" decided against the defendants, &c.; "
and moved, " That in the opinion of this
House such untruthful or misleading
statements appearing in the press of the
Eastern Colonies are highly injurious to
the interests of this colony." 'The lion.
member said: In moving this motion I
think it is due to the House that I should
make some explanation for placing it on
the notice paper. It will be in the recol-
lection of hon. members that for some
time past-for the last twelve moths-a
series of articles have appeared in the
Argus newspaper-a paper of the highest
standing in the other colonies-retailing
the gossip and scandal and everything
that happens in this colony, from a one-
sided point of view. This article that I
now refer to is not alone what haW-
occurred in the papers of the Australian
colonies; nearly all the Conservative
pa pera have their news reported from this
colony in a way which we know does not
represent the real facts. In this particu-
lar case that I call attention to, it will be
seen it is said that in a certain case the
Chief Justice, " whose voice counts as
two to Mr. Justice Stone's one," decided
against the defendants. Anybody would

think from that, that Mr. Stone did not
agree with the Chief Justice in that deci-
sion; but in fact Mr. Justice Stone did
not disagree with the Chief Justice, but
agreed with him, or did not say anything
otherwise. The Arguff paper, as we all
know, circulates in every part of the
world, and is conducted on high prin-
ciples, and its correspondence generally is
of the highest class; and were it not so,
perhaps, I would not have taken that
notice of it as I do to-night. It is report-
ed that the Perth correspondent of this
paper is a member of this House-and I
am sorry, in looking around me, I am
not able to see the hon. gentleman in his
place, for I should be glad if he would
get up and contradict the statement. I
think it is to be regretted that a gentle-
man who holds in this colony one of the
highest positions, being not only an elect-
ed member- of this House but the Chair-
man of Committees,-

THEs ATTORNEY GENERAL, (Hon.
C. N. Warton): Order.

MR. SHOLL: Is the hon. member in
order in alluding to a member of this
House ?

THE SPEARER: He is not in order
in imputing any motives to a member of
this House.

MR. SHOLL :Is he in order in allud-
ing to a member of this House as being
the correspondent of the Argue that writes
these articles ?

TEE SPEAKER: I think the hon.
member is irregular in doing that, for it
is imputing motives to the writer, whom
he states is a member of this House.

MR. A. FORREST: Well, Sir, I have
no wish to impute motives. I have only to
say that if the writer is a member of this
House, perhaps he will be more careful
about sending out of the colony not only
this article, but a series of articles libel-
ling the people of this colony. I think a-
correspondent of a paper like the Argus
ought to be more careful. He may have
strong views on some things; but so have
I strong views, and I think he ought to
be careful to state facts and not to mis-
lead people. I have it on the best autho-
rity that people are almost afraid to come
here, thinking that we are all against
each other, and always fighting against
each other; which I deny. This paper is
the great paper of Australia, and it is read
by the chief people in Victoria, and this
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state of things is brought before them
week after week. The great objection I
have to it is this: that those articles,
although published on the other side, come
back here, and are reported as coming
fromn the Argue, and they are given out
as the genera opinion of this colony on
these matters, which I totally deny. I
do not wish to detain the House on this
subject; I would not have brought it
forward at al, except for the influence of
the paper which produces these articles,
and that it is stated that the correspondent
is a member of this House.

MR. HOGAN seconded the motion.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

C. N. Warton) said the word "such"
ought to be omitted from the motion, as
it referred to no portion of the motion
itself,

MR. A. FORREST said he had. no
intention to go to a division upon the
motion; he only wanted to bring the
matter before the House.

Ma. SHOLL:- I shall object to the
motion mayself. The hon. member refers
to a case that was argued about a fortnight
ago, and says that the result was " that
the Judges, or the Chief Justice at any
rate, whose voice counts as two to one
(Mr. Justice Stone's one), decided against
the defendants; " and he goes on to move
"1that in the opinion of this House such
untruthful or misleading statements ap-
pesnang in the press of the Eastern colo-
nies are highly injurious to the interests
of this colony." I cannot agree to that
motion for this reason: as a. matter of
fact what is stated in this particular
extract is absolutely correct. It may be
inferred, perhaps, that the Chief Justice's
two votes carried the case against Mr.
Justice Stone's one, but it distinctly states
that "the Judges" decided the point
against the defendants. But whether
it is truthful or untruthful that His
Honor the Chief Justice decided against
the defendants, Mr. Justice Stone
dissenting - I don't see how it can
affect this colony in * the eyes of
people in Melbourne; and I think it is
to be regretted that members should
take up the time of this House in
bringing such trivial and paltry things
before the House. I think if something
else (which I need not now refer to)
had not happened a. little while ago, wc
should not have heard of this motion:

and if the time of the House is to be
taken up by every member who happens
to see something he doesn't like in the
newspapers of the other colonies bring-
ing the matter before this Council, we
shall have the time of the House occu-
pied nearly every night in the week.
This is a, very paltry paragaph compared
with what we do see in these papers.
[Mr. A. FORREST: That's your opinion.)
-and I think it's a pity that a member
should bring forward these squibs and
fire them, when they have probably been
manufactured by somebody else. [Mr.
A. FonnxSv: Question.] I think it is a
pity the hon. member should lend him-
self to it; and so that there may be no
more time 'wasted over such paltry things,
I beg to move the previous question,

Original motion negatived.

MOORING BUOYS, ETC., FOR BUNBURY
AND VASSE.

MR. PARKER, in accordance with
notice, moved the following resolution:
"1That the Council is of opinion that
mooring buoys should be put down at
the ports of Eunbury and Eusselton, and
all other facilities afforded steamships,
so as to enable them to go alongside the
jetties at those ports to receive and
discharge cargo. " The hon. member
said this 'was a matter that had
been brought to his notice by the
people of Bunbury, who a short time
ago held a public meeting in that to-wn,
at which certain resolutions were passed,
-one relating to the new agreement
proposed to be entered into with the
Adelaide Steamship Co.; and expressing
a hope that the arrival of the steamers at
Bunbury might be so timed as to give
them a weekly service; and another re-
lating to the necessity of having mooring
buoys laid down, to enable the steamers
to' come alongside the jetty, thus reliev-
ing importers and producers of the pres-
ent charge for lighterage. These resolu-
tions, in the absence of the hon. member
for Wellington, had been forwarded to
him, and he had much pleasure in bring-
ing the matter before the Rouse. Re
observed, too, that the Chief Harbor
Master, in his official report just pub-

*lished, recommended that a substantial
mooring buoy and a heavy one-fluked

*anchor shou be laid down off the jetty
at Bunbury. His motion also included
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the Vasse, and, with regard to that port,
the Chief Harbor Master said: " Owing
" to the Naturaliste sheltering the Vasse
"from the westerly ocean swell, and also
"1on account of the very gradual shelving
"of the bottom, this port has an advant-
" age over Bunbury in point of smoother
" water, and it seems a pity that the
" jetty of half a mile long is not of more
"use. At present, owing to its unfinish-
"ed state in having so small a, bead, aind
"n fender piles, vessels cannot lie along-

"side, but with a row of fender piles
"at one side only of the end it might
" be made available." He thought the
House would agree with him that it was
most desirable that every facility should
be afforded settlers and importers at
these southern ports to load and unload

th ei goods ; n s h i not contem -
patanlagexedtr at present,
but aipysfiiett rvde the fa-
cilities tb at eeasltl necessary to
make these jetties available, he trusted
the motion would receive the support of
the House and of the Government. He
noticed that on the Vasse jetty the
tramway rails only went a distance of
about one-third the length of the jetty,
thus rendering the major portion of the
structure utterly useless, and he trust-
ed that the Director of Public Works
would be able to say that these rails
would be extended the whole length of
the jetty. He thought these Southern
districts had a strong claim upon the
Government in regard to providing them
with these facilities, more especially as
they had been denied railway communi-
cation; and that there would be no
opposition to this very modest request.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said that
when he heard the hon. and learned
member, upon so slender a. motion, hang-
mng so many requisitions-jetty head,
fender piles, mooring buoys, fluke-an-
chors, tram-rails-he was rather inclined
to exclaim with one of Shakespeare's
characters, "0 monstrous! but one half-
punyworth of bread to this intolerable

deal of sack 1" So far as mooring buoys
at Buinhury were concerned, very pro-
bably they would he very serviceable on
a calm day, but he feared that if it blew
very hard they would be of little or no use;
and that the steamers if they fastened to
them would soon go. and the mooring

buoys with themn. It was impossible to
get any holding ground for mooring
buoys; and if they did, he doubted whe-
ther any steamer or other vessel would
care to come alongside the jetty, if it
could be avoided. As to the Vasse,
the present jetty was simply a viaduct,
leading to a, head-or where a head ought
to be; and he hoped some day, when they

cu ld further extend the jetty, they might
be bleto have this head built. It would

be imrpossible to put fender 1iiles there-
they would not stand; a steamer, in
anything like a sea, would probably carry
away fender piles, jetty, and all, even if
theme were mooring buoys. The proper
thing to do, when they had available f unds
for the purpose, was to place a proper
head on this jetty, when it was further
lengthened; this, as he had more than
once said in that House, would entail an
expenditure of about £2,000, and, unless
the colony was prepared to spend that
sum, the money spent on fender piles and
mooring buoys would simply be so much
money thrown away. As regards the
rails on this jetty, no doubt they were
very much wanted, but there were
no funds available to carry them any
further. A sum of £2,000 was voted
for Vasse jetty out of the Loan Estimates
for lengthening the jetty, and that had
been spent to the very best advantage;
but, unfortunately, the further they took
the jetty the further they left the rails
behind them; and, until they could
afford to complete this structure and put
a proper head to it, neither rails, nor
fender piles, nor mooring buoys would be
of any service for these steamers coming
alongside.

MR. SHOLL said, as to the buoys being
of no use when there was a heavy gale on,
the same remark might apply to Pre-
mantle; and, if there were any likelihood
of their being of any service in calm
weather, it was worthy of consideration
whether they ought not to be put down
-if there was anything for the steamers
to take away when they got there. He
did not think there was much for them
at the Vasse at any rate, as the whole of
that trade was accommodated by the
small coasters. Therefore, it appeared
to him doubtful whether, in the present
financial state of the colony, we ought to
go to the expense of laying down these
buoys. He thought, however, the Gov-
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erment should be guided in these mat-
trbythe report of the head of the
HabrDepartment; but it seemed to

him the trade of the district did not jus-
tify any large expenditure upon these
jetties.

MR. BURT thought it would have been
of interest to the House if the hon. mem-
ber for Sussex had given them some
statistics as to the trade of the Vasse.
He thoughlt there were other ports of the
colony, where a very much larger trade
was done, which possessed very little or
no facilities for landing or shipping cargo,
-Northern ports particularly. With
regard to having buoys at Bunbury, he
observed that the Chief Harbor Master
recommended it; anid lie (Mr. Burt)
should think that it was very seldom in-
deed that the steamers could not reac
the jetty at Bunbury, with the assistance
of these moorings. But he believed
there were other reasons, which the com-
pany would perhaps tell them, why the
steamers did not come alongside the jetty.
Atthe same time, seeing that wesubsidised
these steamers very heavily, he thought
every facility should be afforded them
for coming alongside these jetties. He
hoped the Government would not forget
other ports of the colony-for instance
Cossack, where there was a very large
trade. He believed that almost three-
fourths of the whole trade of this colony
just now was with our Northern districts,
and he thought the Customs returns
would bear him out. Therefore he hoped
that in any distribution of loan moneys
for providing improved shipping facilities,
the claims of the Northern ports would
not be lost sight of in the allocation of
the money.

MR. A. FORREST said he must say a
few words in defence of Bunbury and the
Vasse. He was surprised at the hon.
member for the North and the hon. mem-
ber for Gascoyne runining down the
claims of these districts, and saying there
was no trade doing there. He could not
understand how it could be said that dis-
tricts with a large population like these
Southern districts did not have a larger
amount of trade than districts where the
population was comparatively small. It
was absurd to suppose that a district con-
taining 20,000 or 30,000 inhabitants did
not consume more than a district contain-
ing only 1,000 inhabitants. He thought

we should do all we could to give every
shipping facility for these two important
Southern towns. They did not often ask

fo nthing, and, when they did, they
sedmgot it.

MA. RICHARDSON thought the
motion was entitled to every consider-
ation and support. They knew the people
of these Southern districts had been
greatly disappointed at not getting their
railway ; and they certainly got very little
benefit at present from these steamers.
No doubt the company had a pretty good
excuse now for not allowing the steamers
to go alongside the jetties; but if these
buoys and fender piles were provided,
that excuse at any rate would be cut
away. The motion did not commit the
country to any large expenditure. Of
course if the professional skill of the
Public Works Department considered
that these buoys and fender piles would
be useless, the Government would, he
supposed, act upon the advice of their
own officials; but he thought some weight
ought to be given to local knowledge and
local experience. He thought in any case
that mooring buoys would be useful at
Bunbury, but whether they would be so
at the Vasse he was not prepared to say.
He thought there was rather an incli-
nation on the part of the House to snuff
out these Little requisitions coming firom.
the Southern districts, which was not at
all fair towards those districts. They
were laboring under great disadvantage
at present for the want of improved
facilities for the transit of their goods,
and they deserved every consideration
for that reason.

THE COLOMIAI, SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir MW. Fraser) said the House had heard
what the Director of Public Works'
opinion was, as to the inutility of these
mooring buoys, and, as there was a diffi-
culty just now as to ways and means, he
thought the House should pause before
committing the Government to this ex-
penditure, which they were told would be
useless.

MR. MARMION said he observed that
the Chief Harbor Master, in recommend-
ing a substantial mooring buoy and
anchor for Bunbury said he hoped to pro-
cure them next year; so it appeared that
Capt. Russell expected to provide these
things out of the usual vote for his
department. He was afraid, himself,
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that taking into consideration the small MESSAGE (No. 5): SECRETARY OF
amount of cargo available, these steamers STATE'S REPLY BE PROPOSED LOAN.
were not very likely to go alongside the Tnx SPEAKER announced the receipt
jetties, even if there were mooring buoys, of the following Message from His Ex-
as it would takre a considerable amount celleiicy:
of time to do so. With regard to the " In reply to Address of the Honorable
Vasse jetty, the Chief Harbor Master " the Legislative Council No. 5, of the
seemed to think that, with a row of "26th ultimno, the Governor has the
fender piles at one side only, th j etty " honor to state that, on the 31sat ultimo
might be available. That was totally "'(the delay having been due to the
opposed to what he had heard expreed " recent interrupItion of telegraphic corn-
by the captains of steamers and fom "munication), he forwarded to the Right
others. "'Honorable the Secretary of State the

MR. PARKER said the Chief Harbor "foLowingTlaegam i apalt
Master bad recommended the very things, 'eiltv oni pelt
he now asked for, and he thought they YorLordship not to refuse to
ought to be guided by the head of the sanction issue of fresh loan as pro-
Harbor Department in these matters. "posed in my despatch of 23rd July.
Unless the House voted him the money, "'May I suggest following basis of
he did not suppose the Chief Harbor compromise: approval of Treasury
Master would be able to do anything in "':bills up to Hundred thousand if
the way of providing these facilities next required?'
year. It was not proposed to incur any to which, on the 9th instant, the fol-
large expenditure - rbal 20 r own answe wa recive
£300 would be ample to provide all that "'iaprvlonfHude
was wanted at p resent-and he hoped thousand pounds. Loan of this
the House would not deny these South- amount preferable to bills.'
era ports that small sum, especially as 2. "In pursuance of the authority

theyhad eendisapoited . conveyed in the Secretary of State's
railwy commuendicatpionte for obaiig "telegram, a Bill to supplement the Loan

raiwaycomuncaton orthese distnicts. "of 1884 by the sum of £100,000, in
Motion agreed to. "order to provide for the completion of

certain works, and for other purposes,
"will now be introduced into your

MESSAGE (No. 4): ASSENTING TO "Honorable House, which will be con-
APPROPRIATION (SUPPLEMEN "'suited in due course regarding the

"expenditure of the unappropriated bal-TART) ACT. "ance of the supplementary loan.
THE SPEAKER notified the receit of "Government House, Perth, 12th Nov-

the fnllnwine Mess rom His E Trig "ember, 1888."
lency the Governor:-

" The Governor informs the Honorable
"the Legislative Council that he has this

"day assented, in Her Majesty's name,
" to the undermentioned Bim:

z. "An Act to provide for the payment
" of certain Additional and un-
"'foreseen Ezpensea in the year
"One thousand eight hundred
"and eighty-eight, over and

"'above the Estimates for that

"2. The authenticated copy of the Act
" is returned herewith.

"Government House, Perth, 12th Nay-
" ember, 1888."

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR MR.
HTENSMA L

MR. A. FORREST moved that leave
of absence be granted to Mr. Hensman
for fourteen days.

Mn. RAITOELL said he was not goig
to oppose the motion, but it had struck
him whether the hon. member for Green-
ough had consulted his constituents as
to his leave of absence. They knew the
hon. and learned member had left the
colony some days ago; and it seemed
rather a curious way for a member to
absent himself first, and then ask for
leave.

Mm. A. FORREST said he gave notice
of the motion days ago, before Mr. Hens-



PA-RLIAMENTARY DEBATES.27

man left the colony-, and it was not his
fault that the motion had not come on
before now. If the House chose to ad-
journ and put off the business on the
notice paper, he was not to blame.

Motion put and passed.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND TRUSTEES BILL,

Ma. PARKER, in accordance with
notice, moved the second reading of a bill
to repeal the 36th Vict., No. 18, and to
incorporate new Trustees of the Church
of England in Western Australia. The
bill, as hon. members were aware, had
been referred to a select committee, as
required by the rules of the Rouse, it
being a private bill; and the committee
had satisfied themselves that the facts
stated in the preamble had been proved.
They also recommended certan amend-
ments, which were embodied in their
report. He might shortly say that the
biiha-d been brought in to provide for the
incorporation of new trustees for Church
property, in place of the Staiiding Com-
mittee of the Synod. It was deemed ad-
visable by the Church authorities that
the Standing Committee should no longer
be trustees of Church property, but that
the trustecs of the property of the Church
should be a body independent of the
Synod, and that the Standing Committee
of the Synod, which managed ecclesiastical
affairs, should not also be trustees of
Church property. The object of the
present bill was to provide for this-
to ivest the Standing Committee of
the trusts and to re-vest them in
this new body, which it was now pro-
posed to incorporate, and who would
take upon themselves all the liabilities
and all the obligations of the Standiing
Committee in this respect. They would
also stand in the place of the old trustees
as to any contracts or agreements en-
tered into by the Standing Committee
as Diocesan trustees. The bill had been
brought in at the request of the Church
authorities, and, so far as that House was
concerned, there was no rea-son why it
should object to any portion of tho bill,
which was a private bill, and only of
interest to Church people.

Motion agreed to.
Bill read a second time.

HARBOR& TRUST (AL-BANY) BILL.

Read a first time.

ROADS BILL.

The House went into committee for
the further consideration of this biDl.

Clause 3, reverted to:
MR. PARXER said ho did not pro-

pose to proceed with the other amend-
meat standing in his name,-exempting
lands granted by the Crown to railway
syndicates from liability to be rated,
under this bill.

The clause, as already amended, was
then put and passed.

Cluse 4-"1 The Governor may from
"time to time designate and define any
"locality as a district for the purposes of
"this Act, by notice in the Goverment
Gazette :"
Tns COMIESSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said the clause
did not make it perfectly clear that the
Governor bad power- to alter or cancel
thes6 notices, after making them. Such
of course was the intention, and he moved
that these words be added to the clause:
.and in like manner may alter or cancel

any such notice."
Amendment agreed to, and clause put

and passed.
Clause 5-"1 There shall be a, road board

"1in each district, which board shall con-
" sist of seven persons to be elected. as
"hereinafter provided, one of -whom shall
"be chairman; and any three members
"of such board shall be a quorum for the
"transaction of business. Such board
"shall be elected by a majority of votes
"of the persons for tho time being on the
"district electoral list :"

MR. PARERH moved to strike out
the word " Ithree," and insert "1four " in
the fifth line. It was usual to provide
that a majority of members should consti-
tute a quorumn; and, as a quorum might
do a great deal -under this Act, he thought
the number of members forming a quorum
at these meetings ought to be at least four
out of the seven members. It might be
said that there would be a difficulty some-
timaes in getting the members of these
country roads boards to meet together,
but, mn view of the large powers
vested in the boards under this bill, he
could not help thinking it would be wise
to provide that these powers should not
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be exercised by a. minority, which would
be the case if three members formed a
quortum.

MR. RANDELL said there might be a
difficulty with a meeting of four mem-
bers, in the event of there being an
equality of votes for and against any
proposal.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) said the chairman would
have a casting vote. That was provided
for in the 9th clause.

The amendment was agreed to.
MR. BURT said he observed that the

clause in the original bill making these
boards a corporation, and giving them
corporate rights, had been omitted in the
bill now before the committee. He could
not help thinking it would have been a
useful provision. There might be aques-
dion now, in actions at law against the
board, or by the board, who was to sue,
or who was to be sued, on these boards.
Magistrates varied in their decisions on
the point, some saying it was the chair-
man and others that it was the secrdtary.
If they had corporate rights, they would
sue and be sued in their corporate
capacity. He simply mentioned the sub-
ject, seeing that the clause had been left
out of the present bill.

Clause 5, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 6-Saving of existing rights and

liabilities:
Agreed to.
Clause 7-"1 The board may appoint if

" deemed necessary but not otherwise,
" from time to time, a secretary, a trea-
" surer, and such other officers and ser-
" vants as shall be necessary, and shall
"*define their duties; and may assign
"reasonable remuneration to such sece-:
"Itry, treasurer, officers, and servants;
",and may remove them for misconduct
" or neglect, and appoint others in their
"stead; and may require the treasurer
"or any other officer to give security, or
" a bond with two sureties for a reason-
"able sum, to be respectively approved
" by the board, for the fair and diligent
" discharge of his duties. Every person
" elected or appointed to any office under
" this Act may at any time, by letter in
"writing addressed to the board, resign
"such office, and the resignation shall be
"held to be complete from the date of its
"being received by the secretary to the
"board, or person acting as such :"

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LAN'DS (Hon.,3. Forrest) moved to strike
out the words " for misconduct or neglect,"
in the ninth and tenth lines. It seemed
ito him it would not be wise to surround
this power of removing officers with any
restriction of this kind, as there might
be a difference of opinion as to what
amounted to "'misconduct or neglect."
He thought the boards ought to have a
free hand, both in the appointment and
removal of their servants.

Amendment agreed to.
MR. RAXDETL said he believed it

was the practice of some of these boards
to allow their chairman any expenses he
might be out of pocket in the discharge
of his duties, in looking after the in-
terests of the board; and possibly it
might be considered a practice that ought
to be followed by all these boards. He
noticed that this clause gave power to
the board to assign any reasonable re-
muneration to its secretary, treasurer, or
other servants; but nothing was said
about the chairman.

ME. MALRMION said he would be
dead against any such proposal. He
did not think these boards ought to
have power to remunerate the chairman
for any little work he might do. It was
a different thing with the secretary or
the treasurer, who would be the servant
of the board, and who would probably
receive a salary.

MR. MORRISON said he noticed that
this clause empowered a; board, if they
liked, to require the treasurer to give se-
curity, or a bond, for the diligent discharge
of his duties. This was very proper, but
he thought this power ought to be made
compulsory rather than discretionary.
He therefore moved that the word
"1may," in the eleventh line, be struck
out, and the word " shall " inserted. As
the colony progressed and the population
increased, and settlement extended, these
boards would possess very considerable
revenues; and he thought the treasurer

ought t be required to find security, in
thame way as the treasurers of other

public institutions did.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. 3. Forrest) thought it
would be better to leave the matter to
the discretion of the various boards,
'rather than make it obligatory. Gene-
rally speaking, there was sufficient check
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upon money matters, as the chairman
usually had to sign cheques as well as
the treasurer.

Mm, RAJNDfLJL thought it would
relieve the boards of an invidious
responsibility if the clause were made
compulsory, as suggested by the hon.
member, Mr. Morrison. The same princi-
ple prevailed in other bodies entrusted
with public funds.

MR. SHOLL thought if a treasurer of
a roads board had to find sureties he
would also want a salary, which, he
believed, was not paid now, by many
of these boards, the office being merely
an honorary one, the same as that of the
chairman.

MR. PEARSE said he had had con-
siderable experi Lence in connection with
roads boards, and he had found it was
very difficult to get anyone to accept
these offices. He was sure that difficulty
would be increased if they were to insist
upon the treasurer finding security. It
wasn't likely that a, man was going to
find sureties for the performance of his
duties if he wasn't paid for it. Surely
these boards ought to know whether a
man was to be trusted or not.

MR. MORRISON said it might not be
necessary now to insist upon security
being given, but the day would come
when, as he had already said, the
revenues of some of these boards, from
land taxation and other sources, would be
very considerable, and it might be very
desirable to have this provision in the
bill. He had no wish, however, to press
the matter.

Amendment negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 8- The board shall after this

"Act shall come into operation hold a
"general meeting of ratepayers, upon the

"Irequisition of any three or more rate-
"payers. Public notice of eachL such gene-
"ra meeting shall previously be given?'

Tax COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. J. Forrest) thought that
a, requisition from only three ratepayers
would be too small altogether; and he
would move that " seven " be inserted in
lieu of "1three," in the fourth line.

Mn. BTJRT did not think there would
be many ratepayers under this bill in any
country district-certainly not in the
North, where there was little or no free-
hold land to be taxed. He should think

that three ratepayers would represent the
majority in most places.

Tim COb4MESSIOKER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. 3. Forrest) said the defi-
nition of "1ratepayer " under this bill was
"the owner or occupier of rateable pro-
perty." It did not follow that he was
actually paying a rate, or that a rate had
been levied.

THEc ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
0. N. Warton): A ratepayer in _posse;
not necessarily in esse.

Amendment agreed to, and clause put
and passed.

Clause 9-"1 The board shall meet with-
"in the district, at whatever place they
"may decide upon, for the transaction of
" their ordina~ry business, at least once in
" every three months, or oftener if so de-
" termined, on such day or days as may
"be agreed upon; but no business shall be
"transacted at any such meeting unless
"at least two of the members of the
"board, inclusive of the chairman or
"member of the board chosen to preside

"in his absence, shall be present; each
"member, including the chairman, shall
"have one vote, and such chairman shall,
"in case of an equality of votes, have a
"casting vote in addition to his ordinary

"vote, and all questions at such meeting
"shall be decided by a, majority of the
"votes of the members present. The
"chairman mamy call a meeting of the
"board as often as he shall think proper,
"and if he shall refuse or delay to call a.ny

"1such meeting after receiving a requisi-
"ion for that purpose, signed by three
"members of the board, such three mem-
"bers may call a, meeting of the board, by
"giving at least twenty-four hours public
"notice signed by themselves, stating
"therein the business proposed to be
"transacted:"'

MR. PARKER moved, as an amend-
ment, that "1four " be substituted for
"two" in the ninth line, so as to make
the clause coincide with the amendment
already made in clause 5, as to the
number of members required to form a.
quorumn.

Amendment adopted.
Mn. RICHARDSON moved to insert

after the word " proper," in the 21st line,
the words: " provided he shall give three
clear days notice of such intention. Such
notice to be posted up conspicuously upon
the outer door of the usual place of meet-
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ing of the board, also either upon the
outer door of the Court House, if any, or
of the Past Office." It would be seen
that the clause empowee a chairnan to
call a meeting of the board as often as he
thought proper, and that if he refused or
delayed to call a meeting after receiving
a requisition to do so by, three members
of the board, such three members could
convene a. meeting 11on their own hook '

(to use a common phrase) by giving
twenty-four hours notice. Rle submitted
this was not sufficient publicity. These
three members might be particularly in-
terested in some local question, and they
could have a meeting and have it cardied
before the other members knew any-thing
about it. It must be remembered that
in country districts the population was
very scattered, and the members of these
boards lived many miles apart. There-
fore he proposed that something more
than twenty-four hours " public notice"
shall be given.

MR. PARKER pointed out that "1pub-
lic notice," as defined in the 106th clause
of the bill-unless otherwise provided-
was to be by inserting the notice in the
Government Gazette, and by posting it in
some conspicuous part of the Resident
Magistrate's office. It was obvious that
in a district, like Kimberley, it would
take some weeks before a notice could
appear in the Government Gazette.

Kit. RAlTDEILL said the -notice refer-
red to here related to meetings of the
board. He presumed every member of
the board. would receive a circular, notify -
ing him of such meeting. The mere
sticking of a notice on the door of a, court
house or the local post office-if there
should be any-would not be much use
in some of these country districts.

Timn COMNISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. J. Forrest) saw no neces-
sity for the amendment. These meetings,
if convened at all, woul have reference
to some matter of urgency, and, after all,
there must be a quorum of four members
before any business could be transacted.
It went without saying that some notice
would be issued to every, member; it
would be a -most extraordinary thing for
a chairman to call a meeting without
giving notice to all the members of the
board. He could not see the use of delay-
ing such meetings for three days, when it
might be some matter of urgent necessity.

MRn. RICHARDSON said the clause
as it stood did not require a chairman to
give any notice to the members of the
board. He did not suppose that an un-
fair advantage would often be taken, but
it was well known that in these country
districts there were many little matters
in which some members of the board
would be interested in (such as a6 bridge
or a culvert); and they could easily take
advantage of this clause, and work it in
their own interests, by passing a resolu-
tion before the other members had
received notice.

Tim COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LAN&DS (Hon. 3. Forrest):- I suppose it
could be rescinded at the next meeting.

Its. RICHA&RDSON: In the mean-
time the maischief would have been done.

Mu. PARKER thought there ought
to be at least three days' notice, but he
did not see why it should be a, "public
notice "-which meant a Gazette notice.
It would be impossible to do that in some
of our remote districts. The thing was
to ensure that all the members of the
board received a notice of the proposed
meeting.

THE HON. Sin, . G. LEE STEERE said
if it was only intended to give three days'
notice of these special meetings, such
notice would be totally inadequate in many
-country districts, as for instance in the
district where he resided. He had been
chairman of the local road board for near-
ly fifteen years, and he spoke therefore
with some authority as to this bill.
Three of the members of this board resided
about twenty-one miles away, and each
in a different direction, from she plaoce of
meeting, and they could only get these
notices once a week by post. What
would be the use of three days' notice in
cases like that? He thought it should
be at least ten days.

Amendment put and negatived.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

IANS (Hon. 3. Forrest) thought they
might make it "1at least three days,"
which would give a board discretionary
power to give longer notice if necessary.
To make it ten days would possibly defeat
the object in view; it might be some very
urgent business. There were some dis-
tricts where the means of postal and other
communication were more frequent thau
in others,
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Ma. BURT presumed the three days'
notice would not begin to run until after
a member received his notice, otherwise
it would be a farce.

MRn. RAIWELL said it was to be sup-
posed that these roads boards would
frame some by-laws or regulations for the
conduct of their business, and he should
think that among them would be one
providing for the giving of due and
proper notice of the board's meetings.

MR. BURT thought perhaps the
following amendment might answer the
purpose: to strike out all the words after
" by," in the 26th line, down to and in-
eluding the word 11stating," in the 28th
line, and insert in lieu thereof the words
-1 serving on each of the other members
of the board a notification in writing of
such meeting at least seven days before
the date thereof, and such notification
shall be signed by such three members
and shall state."

Amendment agreed to, and clause as
amiended put and passed.

Clauses 10, 11, and 12:
Agreed to.
Clause 13-"1 Every British subject of

"fl age being resident within the colony,
"and not s ubj ect to any legal incapaocity,

"~who
z. "1On the first day of September

" in any year aliall be and since the
" first day of January next preced-
"ing has been seised of as owner, or
"has as occupier been in occupation

"of, any lands, tenements, or here-
-"ditaments within the limits of any
" district; and

a. "1Has paid all rates and assess-
" meuts assessed upon him by the
"beard up to the thirtieth day of
"June in such year; and

3: "Has not been at any time
".within such year in receipt of any
-public relief or alms,

"shall be entitled to have his name in-
"serted upon the electoral list for such
"district, and be qualified to be a voter
"and to he a member of a board so long
"only as he shall continue to hold such
"qualifications:"

MR. PARKER moved to strike out
the words "lands, tenements, or heredita-
ments," in the 10th line, and insert "1rate-
able property." He thought this would
be an imxrovement.

MiL. PARKER also moved to strike
out the word " him" (in the second sub-
section) and insert "such rateable pro-
perty." Rates were not assessed upon
the individual, but upon the property.

Agreed to.
Mn. PARKER further moved to strike

out the words "1so long only as he shall
continue to hold such qualitications," at
the end of the clause, He submitted it
ought to be quite suffcient if the voter's
name was on the electoral list. This
would then harmonise with the 31st
clause, which provided that a person
whose name was on the electoral list in
force at the time being was eligible for
election as a member of a. board.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANWDS (Ron. J. Forrest) thought if a
member ceased to possess the necessary
qualifiation he ought to vacate his seat.
This amendment might entitle persons
without any qualification at all to retain
their seats, or to become candidates.

Amendment put and passed.
Mu. PARKER asked whether it was

proposed that females should be entitled
to possess electoral rights under this bill,
and be eligible to become members of a
roads board. The clause said "1Eve%British subjet "-a, female wvas as mu~
a British subject as a. male.

Tun, ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) said he himself saw no
objection to ladies having a seat on these
boards, so long as they had the necessary
qualifications.

Clause as amended put and passed.
Clause 14-Number of votes given to

each elector to be in proportion to rate-
able value of his -property:-

Mn. BURT thought the last portion of
this clause, relating to joint owners of
property, might be amended. He thought
a, majority in number ought to be sufficient
provision to maske, without saying a.
"miajority in number and rateable value."
He moved that the words "rateable
value," in the last line but one, be omit-
ted.

Agreed to, and clause as amended put
and passed-

Clauses 15 to 30:
Agreed to, without comment.
Clause 31-Qualification of members

of board ;
Mn. PARKER said this clause pro-

vided that, subject to certain provisions,
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"every male person whose name is on
the electoral list" shall be eligible for
election as a member of a board. The
Attorney General had just told them
that be saw no objection to females
sitting on these boards; and, that being
so, he would move to strike out the word
"male."

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) said that what he stated
was that he personally saw no objection
to ladies having seats on these beards.
It was a matter entirely within the dis.
cretion of the House.

MR. SHOTS 2 saw no objection to
women having a seat, if they had the
necessary qualifications. They could be-
come members of the District Board of
Education, and he saw no particular~
reason why they should not be eligible as
members of a Road Board.

Amendment agreed to.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 82-Election of board:
Agreed to, as printed.
Clause 33-Candidates for election to

give 14 days' notice to chairman:
MR. PARKER thought fourteen days'

notice was too long a notice. Many a
man might not make up his mind to be-
come a candidate a fortnight before the
election. He thought a week's notice
ought to be sufficient. He therefore
moved that " seven" be inserted in lieu of
"fourteen."

Amendment adopted.
MR. BURT pointed out that, in the

ease of a first election in a new district,
no provision was made requiring the
returning officer, after receiving notice of
the intention of a person to become a
candidate, to give any publicity to the
notice. He moved to aodd, after the word
"1returning officer" (in sub-section 2), the
words " who shall, as soon as prwAeable
after the receipt thereof, post a copy of
such notice on the outer door of the
magistrates or police office of the dis-
trict, or of the premises where such elec-
tion is to be held."

THE Howf. SmR 3. G. LEE STEERE
asked how could the provisions of this
clause, and all this machinery, be possibly
worked in scattered country p laces. Hon.
members seemed to think that people in
the country were clustered together as they
were in the town. In his own district,
for instance, candidates would have to

travel twenty or thirty miles to give these
notices, and he, as the chairman of the
board, would have to travel a long dis-
tance to affix these notices on the door of
the place where the election was to be
held; and all this bad to be done within
seven days. All these elaborate pro-
visions would simply be a dead letter.
The boards wounotbact upon them,
simply because it would be impracticable
for them to do so.

Mat. SHOLL was glad that His Honor
the Speaker had brought his own long ex-
perience to bear upon this matter, which
he thought required careful consideration.
It was useless passing an Act which was

goig t reaina dead letter, and they
souldtdor allthey could to make these
clauses workable.

The amendment submitted by Mr.
Burt was adopted.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 84 -Proceedings at election:
Agreed to.
Clause 35-Manner of taking the bal-

lot at elections:
MR. PARKER said he did not quite

understand sulb-section 2 of this clause,
which read: "1Every person entitled to
"vote at any election may distribute his
",votes (if more than one) among any
"number of persons not exceeding the

"number of persons' to be elected, or
"1may give his vote or votes to any one
"candidate." It appeared to him that
the whole object of giving a man more
than one vote (according to the rateable
value of his property) was nullified by
this provision which-so far as he under-
stood it-meant that if a man, say, had
four votes and there were four candidates
he would have to distribute his four
votes among the candidates, which would
place him in no better position than the
one-vote elector. Why should not the
man who was entitled to four votes be al-
lowed to give four votes to as many can-
didates as there were vacancies, if he
liked ?

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said a four-
vote man would thus have sixteen votes
if there were four candidates, and unless
he was compelled to distribute them he
could give his sixteen votes to one can-
didate.

THE HoN. SmR J. G. LEE STEERE
said there could be no doubt that the
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object of this system of voting was to
give due weight to the owners of pro-
perty, jn the election of these boards, as
they ought to have; and if a man owned
rateable property which entitled him to
four votes he ought to be allowed to give
four votes to each candidate, otherwise
he would be in no better position than
the man who was only entitled to one
vote.

MR. PARKER said the old Act (40th
Vict. No. 12) was clear enough on this
point. The 8th clause sid: " Every
"person registered as aforesaid shall be
"entitled at any such election to give to
"each of any number of persons, not ex-
"ceeding the number of members to be
"elected, the number of votes set against
"his name on the register of voters."

That was perfectly clear, and he did not
see why the wording of that clause
should have been altered. He moved
that progress be reported, and leave

given to sit again.
Agreed to.
Progress reported.

IN4QUESTS ON INFANTS BILL.
This bill was considered in committee,

and the various clauses agreed to as
printed.

TEE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Ron.
C. N. Warton) moved that the following
new clauses be added, with a view to
meet certain objections raised to the bill
on its second reading.

After Clause 2, insert the two follow-
ing Clauses, to become Clauses 3 and 4
respectively:

(3.) No undertaker or other person

shall bury the body of an infant who
shall have died under the age of twelve
months, unless and until:

(a.) A certificate in the form or to
the effect of one of the Schedules to
this Act shall have been given: or

(b.) An order for burial shall have
been made by a Justice acting as
Coroner in the case.

(4.) The Ordinance 19th Vict., No. 12,
and the Act 43rd Vict., No. 15, shall be
read and construed together with this
Act.

Ma. RANDELL said he did not like
this bill at all, and he thought there
would be great difficulty in carrying it
out, especially in places where medical

officers were not easily accessible (Mr
SCOTT: It only applies to townships.]
Perhaps it was too late to object to the
bill now, but he could not help thinking
it was legislating in a wrong direction,
and in a direction calculated to cause
much unnecessaxy pain upon parents
already sufficiently afficted by the loss
of their offspring; nor did he think it was
calculated to effect the object in view,
namely the reduction of the rate of infant
mortality.

The new clauses were then agreed to.
Schedule agreed to.
Preamble and title agreed to.
Bill reported.

QUARANTINE DILL.

The House went into committee on
this bill.

Clause 1-Liabilities of shipowners
as to services of medical officer for
quarantined persons:

Agreed to, sub silenLio.
Clause 2-Liability of shipowner as

to supply of food and medicine to
quarantined persons:

Agreed to, sub silentio.
THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES

asked whether the Government proposed
to go on with the bill at that late hour.
He understood several members interested
in the subject were not present, and as a
matter of fact there was not a quorum.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) said it was the business
of members who were interested in a bill
to be present when it came on. As to a
quorum, the general principle was that
some member should call the attention of
the Chairman to the fact of there not
being a quorum present, whereupon the
Chairman would announce the fact, and
leave the chair. No one at present had
called the attention of the Chair to the
fact of there being no quorum.

'THE CHAIRMAN said he could not
take it upon himself to make the an-
nouncement. He should not have point-
ed to the fact only he understood there
were some members who were particlx
interested in the bill, but wh had leN
the House, not thinking probably it
would come on at that late hour of the
night.

TEE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) : I submit that is no
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reason why we should break through the
rule.

THE CHAIRMIAN: No. After all, it
is the business of members to be here.

The remaining clauses of the bill were
agreed to, without comment.

Preamble and title agreed to.
Bill reported.

The House adjourned at
past eleven o'clock, p.m.

a quarter

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Tuesday, 18th November, 1888.

Roads Bill: in committee- qurntle Bill: third
reading-Chinese Immignation: adjourned debate
-Civil Service Life Inurace Bill z secondredn
-Church of England bvust... Bill: in comtee
Patents Bill : motion for second reading-Adjourn-
ment.

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at

noon.

PE&nsS.

ROADS BILL.

The House went into committee for
the further consideration of this Fil.

Clause 35 (reverted to)-Manner of
taking the ballot:

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. 3. Forrest) said that
when this clause was under discussion
yesterday, objection was taken to the
wording of the second section. It was
said that the meaning and intention of
the Act as regards the number of votes
which electors were entitled to give to
each Candidate was not Clear. He now
proposed to strike out all the words after
"election," in the first line of the sub-

section, and insert, " is hereby empowered
" to give, and shall if he votes give, the
" number of votes to which he is entitled
" to any number of persons not exceeding

" the number of members to be elected."
That was following the wording of the
old Act (34th Vic., No. 26).

ME. PARKER said that Act had been
amended by the 40th Vic., No. 12, and
he preferred the wording of the latter
Act in this matter.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) suggested that the word
"may" be inserted in the amendment
instead of " shall"11; the former was per-
missive rather than compulsowT. He
preferred "1may, if he votes, give the
number of votes "-etc.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LA.NDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said the effect
of that would be that a man might plump
his sixteen votes, if he had them, for one
candidate; and, if many four-vote men
did that, the result might be that only
three (say) out of four candidates would
get in.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
C. N. Warton) said the result of leaving
the amendment as it stood would be to
compel a man to distribute his vote
among candidates, some of whom he
might not consider fit and proper persons
to be members. An elector would thus
have to violate his conscience, by voting
for a, man whom he conscientiously be-
lieved was unfit.

ME. RICHARDSON said they didn't
compel a man to vote at all, if he didn't
like; but, if he did vote, it was proposed
to require him to give as many votes as
he was entitled to, to as many candidates
as there were vacancies to fill up.

THE HoN. Sin 3.0G. LEE STEERE said
-not knowing that the Surveyor General
would be prepared with an amendment, he
bad prepared one hiraself , which he thought
would meet the views of the committee.
It was to strike out all the words after
"election," as proposed b% the Surveyor

General, an inetteflowing words:
"1may give the number of votes to which
he is entitled on the electoral lists to Selh
of any number of persons not exceeding
the number of persons to be elected, or
may give his vote or votes to any one
candidate."

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. 3. Forrest) thought the
words now proposed would meet the case
very well, and, with leave, he would
withdraw his amendment in favor of
the other.


